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Advocating
in April ...
and Always

On April 1%, the start of Autism Acceptance Month, Medicaid will enact yet another
limitation on ABA therapy making it even more difficult to provide services. This is a
trend that will not end unless we demand change with every voice we have.

We ask you to do more than wear specific colors for the month. We ask you to make it
clear that autism acceptance must go beyond social sentiment into the tangible
reality of healthcare access.

This is where acceptance demands advocacy.

As an autistically-led, family-owned company, this is deeply personal. We are not
removed observers. Neither are you. You understand how critical services like
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) are to our families. You also understand the real fear
families face when these essential, evidence-based supports are threatened.

We have so much more to say about the importance of healthcare access, about its
value to our whole community, and about the many better strategies Medicaid could
use to invest taxpayer dollars well. And we will say it all ... over and over ... until we're
heard by the powers that hold the purse strings and gatekeep our healthcare.

But we need you to say it, too. Straight into the ears of legislators. \Without end.

Maybe you don't consider yourself political. That's okay. This isn't about politics. It's
about people. It's about families who need access to medically necessary care today
and children whose futures depend on it.

We know the task is tedious. But we want you to know that calling your legislators is
the single most impactful thing you can do for this issue.

We're here to make the information you need for those phone calls easy to access.
We're here to clearly lay out which legislators have voted for or against healthcare
funding so you can hold them accountable.

We have and will continue to expand our www.partnersinautism.com/advocacytools

page to provide easy-to-use resources for you: phone numbers, talking points,
background information, and a simple chart of legislators' voting records on autism
healthcare bills.

Go to the webpage. Trust that your voice matters. Make the calls. Over and over.
Until every family’s access is secure.
Until autism is accepted.
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